The Spanish name for Tule lake is Charco de Tu1e (lake of the Grass).
It is a salt lake but old-timers claim it was once a freshwater lake (Dan Kilgore, personal communication) . located west of the city of Corpus Christi, it is bounded by Upriver Road. Also known as Shell Road, Upriver Road was 
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LOCATION AND ENVIRON~1ENT
The Tule Lake Tract is located in Nueces County, south of the Corpus Christi Ship Channel between the Tule Lake Turning Basin and the Viola Turning Basin. The area under consideration is bounded to the north and east by the Missouri-Pacific Railroad tracks, on the west by Suntide Road, and by Upriver Road on the south (Fig. 1 ). This tract varies in elevation from sea level to 15 m (50'), the latter being reached at two points at the west end of the tract. It lies within the erosional and depositional plane of the Nueces River valley. This page has been redacted because it contains restricted information.
The lake itself is at low water level and the large exposed expanses of mud flat are barren of both vegetation and cultural material. Approximately one-third of the entire tract is above the high water mark and has full vegetative growth. Along the north boundary at the west end of the tract is a gravel bar with scrubby grasses but little bushy growth. This is possibly an artificial levee. The southwest and southeast corners and segments along the southern boundary are at a higher elevation (7.S m to lS m; 2S 1 to SOl) and a ridge extending to the lake from the southeast corner is between 4.S m and 6 m (lSI to 20 1 ) high. These higher areas were most intensively surveyed (Fig. 1 ). Scurlock, Lynn, and Ray (1974) , Corbin (1974) , and Hester (1976) . Major chronological divisions of the regional prehistory include:
The Paleo-Indian p~od: End of the Pleistocene and beginning of the Holocene; ca. 9200-6000 B.C. Represented in the Nueces County area by the occasional discovery of distinctive fluted and lanceolate points (cf. The Nueces Bay area, in the vicinity of Tule Lake, is not well known.
Little in the way of archaeological reconnaissance has been done by either professional or avocational archaeologists. Site documentation, survey work, and limited excavation has been done in the general vicinity by Martin and Potter (n.d.) , Corbin (1963) , Story (1968) , Hester (1972 , 1975 ), and Dibble (1972 .
In 1974, an important archaeological site (41 NU 60) was found immediately adjacent to the western border of the Tule Lake Tract. This site was discovered by workers digging a trench for a new pipeline at the Suntide Refinery. About five feet below the surface, the workmen exposed several human skeletons. 
FIELD INVESTIGATIONS Methods
Reconnaissance activities were carried out over a two-day period. Those high elevations that appeared most likely to reveal evidence of prehistoric and/or historic occupation were surveyed first, with some forays onto the exposed 1 ake bottom where the sediments \'Jere fi rm enough to walk on. ~Ihenever a flake or other artifact was found, an immediate intensive survey of the surrounding area was carried out to determine if a site was present, and if so, the nature and extent of the site. Each site discovered was fully documented and the exposed artifacts collected for laboratory analysis. In one case, an in ~itu deposit of buried material was located in a cut bank. A one meter square test pit was excavated in 15 cm levels and passed through a 1/4-inch mesh screen. The material recovered from the screen was bagged and labeled by level.
Archaeological Sites
Two sites were located during the survey; one at either end of the tract (Fig. 1) . They differ according to content and condition and are discussed individually below.
NU 157
Site 41 NU 157, a buried Rangia Quneata shell midden, is located on a knoll overlooking the Nueces River to the north (Fig. 1) . It is bisected by the boundary fence of a recently constructed refinery facility which was built on the north side of the knoll. Construction activities included leveling of the building site. In the process, part of the knoll (and site) was cut and cleared, leaving a 3 to 4 m sloping bank, along the top of which the boundary chain link fence was erected. Exactly along this fence line, a high concentration of midden material was observed washing out onto the slope.
To the south of the fence, the midden remains were buried by 10 to 15 cm of overburden, with only scattered shell visible on the surface. Just how much of the site was removed during construction is undetermined; the remaining portion measures approximately 50 m along the fence (east to west) and 15 to 20 m from the fence south to the top of the knoll. Lumps of burned clay and burned bone fragments were also observed on the cut bank surface.
Artifacts collected from the eroding cut include flakes, a chert scraper, and several pottery sherds. More are probably exposed on the refinery property~ which was not a part of the survey area. The shell layer at the cut is 15 to 20 cm below the present ground surface and is at least 60 cm thick. The fence prevented examination of the profile along the cut.
A test pit was placed 3.5 m south of the fence to determine the extent of the site and the nature of the midden contents. Apparently the midden begins to thin at that distance from the cut bank; the density of shell on The soil above and in the midden is a dark brown loamy clay with light sand inclusions. The midden soil is slightly darker gray than the top soil and contains occasional flecks of charcoal.
Material Culture
Chipped Stone. All of the chipped stone was recovered from the erosion surface. The most distinctive of these is a chert end and side scraper (Fig. 2) .
It is made on a secondary flake exhibiting water-worn cortex. Retouch is unifacial and limited to the distal end, extending halfway up the lateral edges.
The distal edge has an angle of 70 0 to 90 0 and forms a smoothly convex edge.
The lateral edges are symmetrically concave, with angles of 45 0 to 60 0 .
Use wear is evident on all retouched edges. Use as a scraper is indicated by unifacial ·step-flaking. It is heavy on the concave lateral edges and so extreme on the distal edge that undercutting is evident. The scraper was apparently worn out and not resharpened. 
C~~.
Six sherds were recovered from the cut bank. Four of these may be definitely classified as ROQ~po4t ware (Suhm and Jelks 1962:131-136 ).
They are characterized by asphaltum coating on either the interior (3) 
NU 158
Site 41 NU 158 is located in the southeast corner of the Tule Lake Tract.
This area of land is characterized by a dense covering of scrubby thorn bushes including mesquite, a11thorn, prickly pear, Spanish dagger, and some grasses. The angle of these straight edges is 45° to 50 0 . This blade was probably used as a knife (cf. Hester and Shafer 1975) .
Flake length averages 28 mm; the single complete blade is 40 mm long.
~~ean flake width is 34 mm and average blade width is 18 mm. Flake thickness averages 5.3 mm and average blade thickness is 2.7 mm.
Although the number of flakes recovered is small, they are fairly uniform in size and probably derive from early to intermediate stages of core reduction. It is possible that the flakes were imported or were produced on location to function as tools, rather than representing debitage from tool manufacturing activities. The presence of specialized blades and the lack of extensively modified core or flake tools supports this hypothesis.
Site Significance 20
It is impossible to date this site from the materials recovered on survey (the presence of the blade technology may indicate a late prehistoric age for the site). Indeed, it is highly probable that the principal concentration of cultural material is located higher up in the thorny vegetation and the flakes recovered on the survey result from slopewash. The absence of pottery in our collection mayor may not be significant; it may be simply the result of sampling bias. It is undetermined if the site represents ~nly a short-term occupation or perhaps an area of prolonged intensive shell-fish exploitation .
• Further intensive survey should help clarify these important points.
RECOMMENDATIONS
The two sites located during the Tule Lake Tract survey are potentially significant sites. 41 NU 157, a Rang~ shell midden of possible Rockport Phase affiliation, represents the southernmost location as yet recorded of this type of site. As such, it might provide much new information on local subsistence strategies and paleo-environments, especially if studies were conducted to determine the season during which Rang~a was harvested. It is recommended that the site be excluded from the area to be used as a dredging dump. Its location on a knoll adjacent to the refinery facility would seem to make it an unlikely dumping area. If, however, the area is eventually covered, the knoll and cut bank should be subjected to controlled survey and collection, and the site should be intensively tested for further evaluation. Based on the present evidence, meager as it is, this site should probably be nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. Only further investigations could confirm or negate this recommendation.
41 NU 158, a scattering of flakes, burned clay nodules, and a high density of shell, is indicative of prehistoric human activity. This area will probably be destroyed, as bulldozing has already been initiated in this section of the Tule Lake Tract. It is recommended that the entire vegetated area be thoroughly surveyed. The thorny bush vegetation is too dense for penetration at present, and some brush clearing (with minimal soil disturbance) may be required. If an undisturbed area is located within the site, it should be collected and test-pitted in order to evaluate its potential information yield.
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